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                              Press release no. 29/2016
EIMA Day for Africa  
Family farming mechanization: the future of Africa
The EIMA Day for Africa is set in Bologna in EIMA International, the great exposition of machinery and gardening, with a conference on Family Farming Mechanization: The Future of Africa organized by FOCSIV, Volunteers in the World, FederUnacoma and the AfricaHandProject. Many countries on the African continent have created cooperation projects for the development of agriculture through the application of mechanization at basic levels. A positive impact can be achieved with the introduction of agricultural machinery and equipment which must, however, comply with the very real needs of African lands and local communities. The appointment in Bologna has been planned as an occasion for reviving cooperation work and drawing comparisons among business people, the political sphere, institutions and the agro-mechanics industry on the best prospects for the development of this agricultural sector. 
A dossier is to be presented for the first time at the conference, a document planned by FederUnacoma and FOCSIV and edited by Professor Angela Calvo of the University of Turin Department of Agrarian and Forestry Science and Food. The work is focused on gaining an understanding of analyses of a number of FOCSIV members’ cooperation projects and attempts to collect data on the features of machinery used or should be used, and not only a look into the doubts and difficulties of the end-users of agricultural mechanization in these countries. 
The initial conclusions drawn from research are that cooperation projects set in motion by NGOs are certainly very different from those of international agencies and organizations in comparison with economic and financial resources which are often modest but capable of opening a dialogue with local populations for finding the right response for the territory’s economic and social development. 
For agricultural mechanization for small scale family farming in the southern hemisphere with ecological sustainability leading to satisfactory economic and sustainable results over time, a technical and social fabric must be created to ensure that these changes are lasting.   
Good relations between the profit front and those who do not profit must be established by creating partnerships for collaboration between the Italian private sector and NGOs making their capabilities available as interlocutors dealing with the stakeholder in the territory and able to understand the socio-economic and institutional setting.
This is a matter of forging agreements with small and medium-size industries in the agricultural sector for setting up a system leading to building relationships, partnerships between the land and the community bringing in enterprises, associations, North-South institutions for an environment in which strategies for the integration of local communities can be devised and achieved. 
The course must start with sharing the rules of the game which include respect for human rights and the environment as essential factors for ongoing collaboration and move on to the person at the center of any economic or social choice and to considering the welfare of the local community as the criterion for all the decisions made by all the local actors involved. This is the new way for fighting poverty in light of the Beyond 2015 in which the objectives of development are universalized and no longer applied only in the developing countries. 
Gianfranco Cattai, the FOCSIV president, declared, “For some time FOCSIV has been committed to international development issues, increasingly independent from national and local Italian matters and to the people and profit making enterprises on a plan for raising the an understanding of achieving shared realistic initiatives through internationalization. This understanding must extend to Italian industries working on development in the south are fostering the creation of a supply chain of value for the rights of workers with respect for the environment and a just distribution of profits. We feel that it is important and feasible to build an Italian RSI model and, above all, relations between non-profit parties to overcome purely philanthropic arrangements and, instead, consider international cooperation among territories central to the issue. FOCSIV is giving thought to promoting an Italian model for internationalizing this cooperation among territories in keeping with its principle characteristics at the root of NGOs, cooperating and associating with the territory, production districts as well as social districts and increasing ramifications at the international level, creating long networks and thus specific relations between the land and the community here and there.”
In the afternoon, CEFA with Granarolo and FederUnacoma are presenting the AfricaHandProject for Mozambique fielded with the cooperation of the Mozambique Consortium Association, Granarolo, the Emilia Romagna Region, Coopermondo, AIA, the Alliance of Cooperatives and FederUnacoma. The intentions for the project are to set up a modern and economically sustainable agro-industrial facility over the coming five years in the Beira district, the African country’s second largest city.
The plans are for the creation of a milk supply chain based on the cultivation of forage for livestock raising and on to harvesting, pasteurization and sales of milk, yogurt and cheese to lift local families out of poverty, those most hard-hit by the recent civil conflict and the most fragile from the socio-economic point of view. The initiative is a part of the commitment undertaken by the international community in connection with the Milan Universal Exposition 2015 with the logo Feed the Planet.
A documentary directed by Enrico Carlesi, Milk Supply Chain: A Future for Mozambique, will be given the premiere screening for telling the story of the project.  
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